
SUMMER  2024

Summer is upon us once 
again, bringing holidays filled 
with joyful experiences in 
nature, by the water, in the 
countryside, and in historic 
city centers. In this issue of 
the Tourist newspaper, we 
present a selection of the 
most interesting activities you 
can enjoy this summer in the 
Slovak Paradise and Southern 
Spiš regions. Whether you visit 
with your children, friends, or 
come for relaxation, adventure, 
or sports, you will certainly find 
something to suit your taste. 

Are you a fan of action-packed 
competitions and challenges? 
If so, don‘t miss the Vrchárska 
koruna Spiš mountain biking 
challenge, the popular Spiš 333 
EXTREME cycling marathon, 
and the children‘s competition, 
Summer Adventures with 
Št‘astík and Št‘astenka, perfect 
for young tourists. These events 
will guide you through the most 
beautiful places in our region. 

Discover the diverse cultural 
events happening now, 
along with tips on top-notch 
accommodations and 
transportation options. 

Enjoy your reading, and we 
look forward to welcoming you 
to Slovak Paradise and Spiš 
in summer 2024! 
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8. ZOO S������ N��� V��

odfo� sa pri bráne do Madagaskaru
Ako sa volá pavilón, kde sú umiestnené plazy a oboj�ivelníky?

 Pavilón plazov  Aquaterra  Svet plazov a rýb

9. H�������
odfo� sa pri pamätnej tabuli pred hotelom �ingov
Od akej doby �ili �udia na týchto miestach?

 �eleznej  kamennej  bronzovej 

10. V���������� ����, K������� 
odfo� sa s vyhliadkou v pozadí
Ako sa nazýva vyhliadka pri obci Kluknava?

 Green Point  Blue Point  Red Point

11. G��
���
odfo� sa pri tabuli s mapou Cykloregiónu Spiš
V akom pomere je mierka mapy ku skuto�nosti?

 1 : 10 000  1 : 100 000  1 : 50 000

12. L������� ���
�	 ������� D����
odfo� sa pri Milieri
�o je to Milier?

�starodávny pilier �pec na výrobu dreveného uhlia 

�druh�stromu

13 L������ H���
odfo� sa pri Horskej chate Stará Horáre�
Kto sa narodil v Starej Horárni? Odpove� nájdeš na tabu�ke na zelenej 
chate.

 Chytrý macko  Macko Uško �Macko Brumko

14. F���� �� S�������
 ����
odfo� sa pri vstupnej tabuli
Jeden koník na farme má meno ako ozajstná princezná, aké je to meno?

 Elsa  Diana  Kate

1. J����� B��
�����
odfo� sa pri kovovom zábradlí v mieste vodného prepadu 
na�okraji jazera
V ktorom roku vybudovali umelú vodnú nádr� Blajzloch?

 1950  1966  1982

2. M���������	 �����	 ����
odfo� sa pri hríbe
Sú�as�ou akej národnej prírodnej pamiatky z h�adiska chráneného územia 
je Markušovský skalný hríb? 

 Devínska hradná skala  Andezitové kamenné more 
�Markušovské steny

3. V
��� ��
�
odfo� sa pri najvä�šej v�ele v raji
Ako sa nazýva efektívna prírodná lie�ba v�elími produktami?

 Apiterapia  Akupunktúra  Hipoterapia

4. V����	 ���� ��� ����� P���

odfo� sa pri turistickej zna�ke na vrchole
Na aký hrad sa ti naskytne výh�ad z tohto miesta?

 hrad Šariš  Spišský hrad  �ubovniansky hrad

5. V�
����	 ������ S����������
odfo� sa pred vchodom do bunkra
Aká turistická zna�ka vedie k bunkru?

 modrá  �ervená  �ltá

6. V���������� ���� B�����
odfo� sa s vyhliadkou v pozadí
Výh�ad na aké mesto/obec ponúka vyhliadka?

 Prešov  Krompachy  Gelnica

7. ������� H�������, ���������� ����
odfo� sa pri fontáne v parku
Ktorá rodina zalo�ila tento rozsiahly francúzsky park?

 Csákyovci  Rákociovci  Mariášiovci
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Realizované s podporou Ministerstva cestovného 
ruchu a športu Slovenskej republiky.
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OOCR’S PRODUCTS 

DISCOVER THE SECRETS OF CONRAD THE BELL-RINGER 
Master Konrád possessed an unparalleled skill in metalwork, 
enchanting all with his craftsmanship. Alongside his brothers, 
he established Spiš‘s first Gothic bell foundry, where bells and 
baptismal fonts were cast. Today, these flawless and melodious 
bells still resonate in various places. In Spišská Nová Ves, you can 
witness and hear these timeless artifacts. Make sure not to miss the 
opportunity to ascend the tallest church tower in Slovakia, which not 
only houses invaluable treasures but also offers breathtaking views 

of the town and surrounding mountains. As you explore the square, 
venture into the depths of the memorial at the 
Place of Wishes, where you can make a wish and 
send it skyward with the ringing of a bell. Listen to 
the story of Konrád (see QR Code). 

The ascent to the tower is organised by: 
TIC, Letná 49, Spišská Nová Ves, visit.

spisskanovaves.eu 
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SUMMER ADVENTURES 
FOR LITTLE TOURISTS 
WITH ŠŤASTÍK 
AND ŠŤASTENKA 
Explore the remarkable sites of our region with an exciting challenge 
we‘ve prepared for you (see attachment). Your objective is to visit 10 out 
of the 14 intriguing locations marked on the map, 
capture a photo at each, and correctly answer 
Šťastík and Šťastenka‘s questions. Alongside the 
adventures awaiting you on your journeys around 
the area, every young explorer will receive a small 
reward from us upon completing the challenge. 

SLOVAK PARADISE & SPIŠ 
TOURIST CARD 
Another enticing feature that we‘re sure will persuade you to visit 
Slovak Paradise and Spiš is the Slovak Paradise & Spiš tourist card, 
offering fantastic discounts! Guests staying at any of our affiliated 
accommodations in the region receive a complimentary Slovak 
Paradise & Spiš regional tourist card. This card provides access to 
a variety of appealing discounts on popular tourist services.

vraji.sk/turisticka-karta

SUMMER BUS LINES - MORE 
BUS LINES CONNECTING 
SLOVAK PARADISE AND 
SOUTH SPIŠ
This summer, we‘re making it easier than ever to explore our 
beautiful region. Partnering with eurobus a.s., IDS Východ 
integrated transport system, and Košice Region Tourism, we‘re 
excited to introduce the SUMMER BUS. Running from June 29 to 
September 1, this service on lines 810436 and 810438 will whisk 
you between northern and southern Slovenský raj via the scenic 
Kopanec saddle. Enjoy convenient transportation and even bring 
your bike along for the adventure. 
The buses, equipped with a bike trailer 
capable of carrying 15 bikes, cater not only 
to cyclists but also to hikers with seating 
for 26 passengers and standing room for 6. 
Here are the routes: 
810436 Sp. Nová Ves - Sp. Tomášovce - Sp. Štvrtok - Hrabušice 
/ Vydrník-Stratená, Dobš. Ľad. Jaskyňa - Dedinky / Telgárt and 
back 
810438 Spišská Nová Ves - Spišský Štvrtok - Hrabušice - Vydrník 
- Betlanovce - Hrabušice and back 

SUMMER TRAIN LINES 
Each year,  (Railway Company 
Slovakia), in collaboration with Ministry of Transport of the 
Slovak Republic and introduces 
a selection of captivating summer train, to support turismus.

Slovenský raj & Spiš turistická karta  
Slovak Paradise & Spis Tourist Card



SLOVAK PARADISE

VIA FERRATA KYSEĽ 
In recent years, true adventurers have been 
drawn to the Kyseľ Ferrata operated by the 
Mountain Rescue Service. The thrilling pathway 
reopening the Kysel Gorge after four decades 
following a devastating fire. As the sole 
accessible gorge in the Slovak Paradise via this 
route, it stands as a breathtaking showcase of 
the national park‘s natural beauty. Untouched 
by human hands since the 1976 fire, this pristine 
wilderness has flourished, captivating nature 
enthusiasts and prompting dedicated efforts 
from park rangers to safeguard its ecological 
integrity. As the gorge is nestled deep within 
the national park, expect a 1.5-hour hike just to 
reach it. The remaining two hours are dedicated 
to navigating the via ferrata. Crossing times 
vary significantly based on water levels, 
weather conditions, and the number of hikers, 
so plan a full day for this adventure. For those 
seeking more after conquering Ferrata Kysel, 
explore further into the Veľký and Malý Kysel 
branches from its summit. Discover captivating 
waterfalls and narrow passages where ferrata 
equipment is not required. The Ferrata is open 
annually from June 15th to October 31st, 

requiring a special admission ticket for entry.
For additional details, please visit the Slovak 
Paradise National Park Administration‘s 
website.
� npslovenskyraj.sk

WHAT THE ROCK OF THE CARTHUSIAN 
MONKS' “SKALA ÚTOČISKA“ IN SLOVAK 
PARADISE HIDES?
Once a refuge during epidemics and devastating 
wars, today it stands as a major tourist hub 
in Slovak Paradise. This is the legendary 
Kláštorisko, nestled on its namesake plateau 
within the national park. Each year, countless 
visitors are drawn to its historic ruins, the 
remnants of a Carthusian monastery from the 
late 13th century, where monks briefly found 
solace for their ascetic lives. Remarkably, 
evidence of settlement at this site dates back 
to the Bronze Age? Approximately 3,000 years 

ago, a substantial fortified settlement existed on 
this site. This rich historical background makes 
it a "paradise" for  historians and archaeologists, 
who continue to uncover and study valuable 
artifacts from  ancient times. 
In the Middle Ages, the monastery served as 
a  refuge for more than just monks. Whenever 
a  dangerous disease or military conflict swept  
through Spiš, local people would find shelter and 
safety there. This earned it the Latin name "Lapis 
Refugii" – Skala útočiska (the Rock of Refuge). 
The Carthusians later named the entire area 
around the monastery "Paradisus" - Paradise, 
a name that has endured to this day. What can 
you do and experience at the Kláštorisko today? 
Start by enjoying a delicious refreshment and 
recharging your energy at the Kláštorisko Buffet, 
managed by the municipality of Letanovce. 
Then, visit the Symbolic Cemetery, dedicated 
to the victims of Slovenský raj and to the 
individuals who have significantly contributed to 

its preservation. Lastly, explore the Carthusian 
monastery, which is currently being restored 
Letanovce, thanks in part to this year's National 
Project People and Castles. Through this 
initiative, the municipality aims to gradually 
establish a modern archeopark — a vibrant open-
air museum that will present a slice of precious 
history in an engaging and contemporary 
manner. Near the monastery, a herb garden 
featuring various medicinal and ornamental 
plants has been created and is maintained by the 
Civic Association Verbum Bonum from Spišské 
Tomášovce. After exploring the monastery, you 
can choose from numerous hiking and cycling 
trails that extend in all directions and continue 
your adventure.� klastorisko.sk
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The fee for using
equipment in the gorges
of the Slovak Paradise

National Park  

Using the Mountain Rescue
Service app, you can instantly

summon help with a single button, share your 
location, monitor weather conditions, 

alerts, and terrain. Additionally, you have the 
option to purchase mountain insurance 

directly through the app. 

FERRATA 
EQUIPMENT

Steel bracket

Fall arrest

Seat harness

Sturdy footwear

Steps

Backpack with first aid kit 

Security rope

Gloves



SLOVAK PARADISE 

HORNÁD 
CANYON  
RAFT
Are you passionate about river rafting 
and water adventures? Embark on an 
exhilarating 14-kilometer journey along 
the Hornád River through the most 
stunning landscapes of the National Park. 
Rafting is available annually from May 1st 
to October 31st, contingent upon suitable 
river conditions. Starting this season in 
2024, the rafting route will expand by 
an additional 2.5 kilometers, reaching 
Smižany - Maša. As you navigate the river, 
you'll glide past hiking trails, cliffs, and 
bridges, offering a unique perspective of 
this popular canyon and enhancing your 
overall experience. 

npslovenskyraj.sk

RENTALS: FERRATA EQUIPMENT
PODLESOK
Autocamping Podlesok
Tel.: +421 (53) 429 91 65 (reception)
podlesok.sk
Buffet Poniklec
Tel.: +421 907 543 803
poniklec.sk
Ranch Podlesok
Tel.: +421 918 407 077
rancpodlesok.sk
Restaurant Rumanka
Tel.: +421 907 289 262
malymajerpodlesok.sk
Recreational area Turistický raj
Tel.: +421 917 334 957
turistickyraj.sk

Tel.: +421 910 528 700

ČINGOV

Tel.: +421 905 820 061
cubeadventure.sk

Tel.: +421 918 180 148
ferratakysel.com
KLÁŠTORISKO
Buffet Kláštorisko
Tel.: +421 911 144 601

HRABUŠICKÁ PÍLA
Chata Piecky
Tel.: +421 907 512 000
chatapiecky.sk

10 VISITOR’S 
RULES 
1.	 Hiking trails in Slovenský raj are open 

year-round, 
which closes annually from November 
1st to June 14th. However, traversing 
the gorges can be challenging, 
necessitating sturdy footwear. 

2.	 An adequately equipped hiker should 
wear sturdy footwear, preferably Vibram 
shoes, appropriate clothing, have 
a raincoat, a map, a water bottle or 
thermos, a mobile phone for emergency 
calls, a flashlight or headlamp, a first 
aid kit, and mountain insurance. 

3.	 For safety reasons, traversing the 
gorges is only permitted in the 
upstream direction, opposite the flow 
of the stream, unlike the other routes. 

4.	 Due to weather conditions, the 
gorges may become impassable 
and subsequently closed. Information 
regarding trail accessibility can be 
obtained from information 
centers, or signage at the gorge 
entrance. 

5.	 You should start your hike earlier 
as you will have enough time to return 
during day light. 

6.	 Please be mindful of others when 
enjoying nature for relaxation. Loud 
behavior disrupts wildlife and detracts 
from the experience of fellow visitors. 
Additionally, extended photo sessions 
on ladders can cause delays and 
congestion. 

7.	 Dispose of your waste responsibly as 
garbage bins and bags can draw wildlife. 
Please, take your leftovers with you. 

8.	 Avoid fire risks; dispose of cigarette 
butts and glass bottles properly.  
should only be started in designated 
areas at trailheads. 

9.	 Dogs must be on a leash and wear a 
muzzle while in the national park. 
They are not able to cross ladders in 
ravines. 

10.	 Camping, overnight stays, or 
bivouacking are only permitted in 
designated campsites. 

Respect the visitor regulations and remain on 
the marked trails and cycle paths. Visitors are 
urged to consider obtaining insurance in case 
they require assistance from the Mountain 
Rescue Service.

SLOVAK PARADISE 
NATIONAL PARK 
AUTHORITY 

 
conservation authority. 
Its primary mission revolves 
around mapping, managing, and 
safeguarding the natural treasures within the 
national park. Additionally, it engages in cultural, 
educational, promotional, and editorial initiatives 
related to nature and landscape conservation. 
The organization oversees the enforcement of 
Visitor Regulations through park rangers and 
plays an active role in managing tourism within 
the region. The organization directly oversees 

excursions through the Hornád Canyon. The 
organization has developed an audio tour of 
Slovenský raj - South Nature Trail accessible 
via the SmartGuide application. It manages 
its own tourist information center in Podlesok 
and operates the Prvosienka Environmental 
Education Centre situated in Spišská Nová Ves. 

npslovenskyraj.sk
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EXPERIENCE SPIŠ ON BIKE
Southern Spiš boasts over 600 kilometers of picturesque cycling trails, 
with nearly 110 km traversing through Slovak Paradise National Park. 
Portions of these routes are integrated into the Spišská or Hnilecká cycling 
networks, categorized into various difficulty levels. Begin your cycling 
journey from Spišská Nová Ves, Gelnica, or the villages of Hnilčík and Poráč. 
Experienced cyclists often enjoy merging multiple routes to craft their 
own circuits. From the saddle of a bicycle, you can venture through 
various regions of the Slovak Paradise, such as the 
the Palcmanská Maša dam, and numerous awe-inspiring vistas from both 
small and large hills.
 
How to choose the right trail? 
Cycling in Slovenský raj is accessible even for less experienced 
cyclists, provided you select your route wisely and gauge your abilities 
realistically. The cycling guide categorizes routes based on difficulty 
levels. Beginners and families with children are encouraged to opt for 
easier routes labeled "REKREA". Cyclists with moderate fitness can 
challenge themselves on routes classified as "SPORT". The "EXPERT" 
adventures are reserved for seasoned cycling professionals.
The new cycling guide for the South Spiš cycling region features 19 
comprehensive cycling loops along with the complete Spišská or 
Hnilecká cycling networks, It includes detailed 
maps, route parameters, elevation profiles, and 
photographs highlighting points of interest along 
each circuit. Additionally, the guide provides 
recommendations for dining and accommodation 
choices in the region.

HOW TO FIND MOTIVATION  
TO CYCLE? EXPERIENCE THE  
SPIŠ VRCHÁRSKA KORUNA
Are you passionate about cycling 
but find yourself making excuses 
to stay home rather than hitting 
the road? Or are you an avid 
mountain biker seeking fresh 
inspiration for training routes? 
Embrace the opportunity to 
participate in the 5th edition of 
the renowned mountain biking 
challenge, Vrchárska koruna 
Spiš. Explore 20 peaks and 
scenic spots across the southern  
part of the Spiš Cycloregion, 
each offering captivating views, 
natural beauty, cultural 
landmarks, or unique paths 
leading to them. The Spiš 
Vrchárska koruna, along with 26 
other regional mountain bike 
crowns across Slovakia and the 
Czech Republic, welcomes all 
mountain bikers regardless of 
age, gender, or skill level. Participation requires no registration or entry 
fee. Simply embark on your classic mountain bike (without electric 
drive) any time from April to November to explore and conquer the 
designated challenge locations. We are also introducing the Children's 
Vrchárska koruna for the third time, designed for children up to 15 
years old. To complete the challenge, participants 
need to conquer 7 selected locations from the 
main challenge alongside their companions. Full 
details about the challenge, including location 
lists and photo galleries of participants (can be 
found via QR Code): 

RENTALS: BIKES 
(ALSO E-BIKES)
PODLESOK
CykloTourSpiš
Tel.: +421 903 792 443

Cyklotourspiš

Reštaurácia Rumanka
Tel.: +421 907 289 262
podlesok.com

M+M SERVIS (also e-bikes)
Kláštorisko and Suchá Belá - top 
Tel: +421 903 749 657
ebikeraj.sk
route Kláštorisko-Podlesok 
renovated

ČINGOV
Cube Adventure Slovenský raj 
(also e-bikes)
Tel.: +421 905 820 061
cubeadventure.sk

SPIŠSKÁ NOVÁ VES
Cyklo Špak (also e-bikes) 
Tel.: +421 0917 390 466
cyklospak.sk

Schwabik Bicykle 
(also e-bikes)
Tel.: +421 904 658 339  
bicykle.schwabik.sk

MLYNKY

Tel.:+421 903 016 865
podguglom.sk

DEDINKY 
ALEX
Tel.: +421 905 356 540
alexski.sk/alex-v-
slovenskom-raji

BICYCLE TOURING
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Visit the Ferčekovce - Novoveská Huta area 
to experience our new singletrails. Bring 
your children along to enjoy these trails, 

meticulously prepared and maintained by the 
Forests of Spišská Nová Ves Ves.

lesysnv.sk 

NOVOVESKÉ



BICYCLE TOURING 

“WHEN YOU THINK YOU'RE DONE, PROVE 
TO YOURSELF YOU CAN DO TRIPLE THE EFFORT”,
these are the words that drive the passionate mountain biking enthusiasts of the beloved extreme mountain bike marathon.

The Spiš 333 EXTREME race is a formidable challenge, pushing you 
to your limits on exceptionally tough tracks. It's not about the 12th 
edition, 26 – 27 July prizes; the true victory lies in completing this 
extraordinary extreme event on the designated cycling routes of Spiš.
Registered cyclists will compete across various categories on routes 
of different lengths. The highlight is the demanding 333-kilometre 
circuit, a  true test of endurance completed unsupported within 
a  challenging 33-hours time limit. For cyclists of all abilities, 
shorter courses of 222, 111, and 66 kilometres are available, 
accommodating a wide range of participants. The event also features 

a popular 66 km e-bike category 
 

designed specifically for 
families. Join us for an 
unforgettable cycling 
experience tailored 
to all levels of skill 
and enthusiasm.

333extreme.sk

CHARGING STATIONS 
The Association of Municipalities Microregion Slovak Paradise - North 
has completed a project to build bicycle rest areas and charging 
stations in the Slovak Paradise area, supported by the Košice Self-
Governing Region's Terra Incognita subsidy program. This initiative has 
enhanced the appeal of the destination by creating a network of rest 
areas and charging stations. 

Visitors can take advantage of a rest area equipped with a litter bin, a 
regional map, and bicycle racks, including a charging station for e-bikes. 
Charging e-bikes is free for cyclists and the station offers five different 
charging connectors, a compressor for inflating tires, and a basic tool 
kit. Additionally, the panel features a touchscreen display with essential 
touring information.� slovenskyraj.eu

(CHARGING STATIONS)

(REST AREAS)
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ADVENTURES

WHAT ŠKOLSKÁ DIERA HIDES? 
Behind this mysterious name lies a cave where archaeologists discovered engraved  

initials dating back to the 16th century. 
Locally known as Karas's Hole, legend has 
it that the brigand Karas once hid here. The  
cave is situated in Schulerloch, a popular  
suburban sports and recreation area.  
Enhance your explorations in this area by  
visiting the nearby shooting range and the  

 where you can view 
authentic military artifacts from the 1960s 
to  the 1980s. The hiking trail also leads to 
the Slovak Double Cross and the lookout 
tower on Schulerloch Hill. 

End your stroll at the charming wooden 
chapel dedicated to Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel.

visit.spisskanovaves.eu

RENT THE SKY
You've likely encountered various rental 
companies offering cars, bicycles, or skis. 
But have you ever heard of a sky rental 
shop? Located right here in Spišská Nová 
Ves, Sky Rental offers you a slice of freedom 
in the skies above the Slovak Paradise and 
the historic Spiš region. Whether you're 
seeking an adrenaline-pumping skydive, an 
unforgettable sightseeing flight, a parachute 
course, or flying lessons, Sky Rental | 

has you covered. 
Don't hesitate to reach out to their team for 
an extraordinary aerial adventure. The team 
consists of seasoned professionals  with 
thousands of plane jumps and numerous  
achievements in international skydiving  
competitions. With over 25 years of  
experience, they offer you the adventure of 
a lifetime at the sports airport in Spišská 
Nová Ves. Want to gift someone a unique 

experience or leave a sky-high message in 
big letters?  

compact.sk

EMBRACE YOUR INNER TARZAN 
While the fairytale Tarzan lived among jungle 
monkeys and not in Slovak Paradise, you can 
step into his world right here at the 
Dobšinka Rope Park. Located just 300 meters 
from the car park at the Dobšinská Ice Cave, 
this adventure park lets you test your bravery 
on a 350-meter-long course with obstacles set 
high in the treetops. For children, there's a less 
demanding, 108-meter track, perfect for young 

adventurers. Experienced instructors will ensure 
your safety and provide belaying during your 
climb. After exploring Tarzania, you can boost 
your adrenaline further on the unique Wetlands 
of Hnilec Nature Trail, which features benches 
directly over the wetlands. Alternatively, you can 
enjoy the new Dobšinský chotár Nature Trail, 
which highlights the region's mining history and 
natural beauty�
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SLEEPING IN THE HAY
Have you ever slept in the hay? Or have you 
only heard such romantic tales from your 
grandparents and now want to experience 
it yourself? Visit  in Slovak 
Paradise. During the summer, you can stay 
not only in the comfortable rooms of the 
cottage but also in the wooden outbuilding 
on beds lined with hay. 

The cottage accommodates up to 25 guests,  
making it perfect for larger groups. Along 
with  its expansive garden, it provides all 
the  amenities for a tranquil retreat. Its 
prime  location near Spišská Nová Ves and 
adjacent  to hiking and cycling trails makes 
it an ideal basecamp. �
� chatahoraren.sk

SCENIC 
SPOTS TO VISIT 

 head to the outskirts of Spišská Nová 
Ves. Here, atop Pieskovec Hill, stands 
a 10-meter-high Slovak double cross, 

a striking symbol of Slovak statehood, 
erected in 2008. 



ADVENTURES

WHEN WINTER WONDERS HOW 
YOU SPENT YOUR SUMMER…
Are you a dedicated athlete who craves 
endorphins year-round? Look no further than 
the southern Slovak Paradise near Dobšinská 
Ice Cave for your holidays and leisure time. In 
summer, explore dozens of kilometers of well-
marked hiking, cycling, and horseback riding 
trails. Come winter, switch gears to cross-
country skiing at  Since 
2018, this beloved winter sports resort has 
upheld a rich tradition of cross-country skiing  
in Slovak Paradise area. In the 2023/2024 

season, it earned recognition among the TOP 
winter resorts in the Košice Region.
Enjoy outstanding sports amidst the stunning 
nature on four meticulously groomed cross-
country skiing trails, and participate in the 
exciting events organized annually by the team 
at Civic Association Snow Park Ľadová. Whether 
it's the Slovak Cross-Country Skiing Cup or the 
highly anticipated International Sled Dog Race, 
there's something for everyone, young and old 
alike.� snowparkladova

IN THE ICE KINGDOM
In Slovak Paradise National Park, there's 
a spot where you can escape into a winter 
wonderland, even amidst the hottest summer 
days. This enchanting place is none other 
than the renowned Dobšinská Ice Cave, where 
ice formations have been shaping its interior 
for tens of thousands of years. What awaits 
you when you explore this natural marvel? The 
Dobšinská Ice Cave, designated as a National 
Natural Monument, has been on UNESCO's 
prestigious World List of Natural Monuments 
since 2000, boasting several World Heritage 
sites. This cave holds the distinction of being 
the world's deepest ice cave with the largest 
volume of ice. Opened to the public in 1871, it 
pioneered electric lighting in European caves 
by 1887. In its history, it hosted summer ice 
skating events, attracting renowned figure 
skaters like European champion Karol Divín 
for training. 

Dress appropriately for the cave's cold 
environment, where temperatures stay around 
zero degrees Celsius all year. Don't forget to 
wear sturdy footwear, as the tour involves 
climbing up to 500 steps along the 475-meter 
circuit through the cave. The entire tour lasts 
approximately 30 minutes. The Dobšinská 
Ice Cave welcomes visitors from 15th 
May to 15th September, open daily except 
Mondays. Follow the blue hiking trail which 

includes the Dobšinská Ice Cave Nature Trail, 
leading directly from the Tourist Information 
Centre's parking lot to the cave in under half 
an hour. The trail features 5 stops perfect 
for brief rests during the ascent to the cave, 
each supplemented with an educational 
exhibition at the cave entrance. You can also 
take a short detour to explore the intriguing 
Dobšinský chotár nature trail, which delves 
into the area's mining history.� ssj.sk

WINTER IN SLOVAK PARADISE 
AND SOUTHERN SPIŠ
If you choose to visit our region in winter, you'll 
discover a variety of ski resorts and kilometers 
of cross-country ski trails in 
and the multi-purpose 
complex Schulerloch. Join 
the Winter Ski Challenge 
to explore the stunning 
routes and views of the 
Spiš region. For a thrilling 

winter adventure, try ice 
climbing in the National 
Park from December 
1 to March 15, with 
opportunities in Suchá 
Bela, Kláštorská roklina, 
Sokolia dolina, Letanovský Mlyn, Zejmarská 
roklina, and Piecky. During long winters, 
typically in early February, the Hornád Canyon 

freezes over, transforming into a 12 km ice-
skating rink from the Hornád throat to Čingov. 

npslovenskyraj.sk
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 head to the outskirts of Spišská Nová 
Ves. Here, atop Pieskovec Hill, stands 
a 10-meter-high Slovak double cross, 

a striking symbol of Slovak statehood, 
erected in 2008. 

SLOVAK PARADISE
IN WINTER: WHERE TO?

Great tips from Mirka Vaníková



WITH CHILDREN 

TALES FROM UNDER THE CASTLE 
Explore the Baroque-
Classicist manor 
house of the Csáky 
family in Žehra, a part 
of Hodkovce. Enjoy 

leisurely strolls through the picturesque 
and discover a mini zoo featuring 

domestic animals, a herb garden, and a fruit 
orchard. These attractions are lovingly 
maintained by disabled clients who develop 
their skills through craft workshops. You can 
view and purchase their handmade products 
at the Domovina Café and Antique Shop on 
Štefánikovo Square in Spišská Nová Ves, 
where you can also savor excellent coffee.

domovina-no.sk

IN THE ANIMAL 
KINGDOM
From April 1st to October 31st, Spišská Nová Ves Zoo welcomes 
you to explore over 500 animals representing 130 species. See 
beasts, orangutans, lemurs, and tropical animals in Aquaterra 
pavilion. Children can enjoy two playgrounds, a workout zone, and 
Monkeyland, a rope park with treetop obstacles for adventurers 
of all ages. Delightful refreshments await at the patisserie, 
Plameniak buffet, or Bistro u Rysa. The Zoo is situated in Madaras 
Park, near the city center, which also features an amphitheater 
hosting annual events for both adults and children. 

10 Slovak Paradise   Southern Spiš   Spišská Nová Ves

VISITING THE COUNT
Step into the world of rich noblemen from centuries past at the 
Renaissance manor house of the Máriássy family in Markušovce. 
Explore the Museum of Spiš, a cultural gem of the Košice Self-
Governing Region, showcasing the lifestyle and furnishings of 
Hungarian noble families. Wander through the romantic 
park to the Dardanelles Summer Palace, where an exhibition of 
keyboard musical instruments awaits, stirring your artistic soul. 
Experience regular concerts, featuring classical music and more, 
in this enchanting setting. Explore the manor house Susanna, 
where modern interactive exhibitions and workshops await. For 
a unique experience, catch the exceptional evening shows and 
engaging cultural events suitable for the entire family. After 
touring the manor house, summer palace, and cottage, venture to 
the nearby ruins of the 13th-century Markušovce Castle.  
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IT’S RANING, YAY!
Finally, it's time for relaxation and leisure—a chance to unwind and enjoy the holiday. 
Whether you're looking to discover new places or simply relax, the rain outside doesn't 
need to dampen your spirits. In Spišská Nová Ves and its surroundings, there are plenty 
of delightful experiences awaiting both young and old, rain or shine. You still have several 
options to choose from where you can seek shelter and make the most of your time. 
Have a blast at the Laborartorium Gallery, where you can experience being miniaturized 
into an aquarium with hamsters, or explore the Aquaterra pavilion at the Zoo. Unwind 
at the indoor swimming pool, delve into history and nature at the 
Museum of Spiš, and discover the mining history of Spiš at the Multi 
Centre. Railway enthusiasts of all ages will delight in the town's first 
Railway Museum, while the Town Hall hosts an exhibition of toy and 
doll collections. Immerse yourself in the vibrant world of colors and 
shapes at the 

HOW TO BECOME A COWBOY
Immerse yourself in a fantastic natural 
getaway at  in 
Slovak Paradise. Explore the picturesque 
surroundings of Dobšinská Ľadová Jaskyňa 
on horseback, or visit the animal farm 
bustling with domestic creatures. Enroll 

your children  in a summer camp brimming 
with adventurous "cowboy" activities, or 
plan a corporate team-building event for 
your entire company.

farmaladova.sk

IN THE KINGDOM OF SLIDES
Alex Park in Spišská Nová Ves is your go-to 
destination for a wealth of slides, climbing 
frames, and children's attractions—all under 
one roof. It's the perfect spot for energetic 
kids eager to play regardless of the weather. 
While they enjoy slides, trampolines, and 
a car track, you can relax with a delightful 
coffee or Belgian chocolate. Treat yourself 
to a tasty family lunch or celebrate special 
occasions in this welcoming environment. 
It's the ideal place to create cherished 
moments with loved ones any day of the 
week, located on Zvonárská Street in 
Spišská Nová Ves. 

alexpark.sk

IT’S FERRATA TIME!
in Slovak Paradise is ideal for 

young adventurers who enjoy active pursuits. Serving as the 
"younger sibling" of the larger Ferrata HZS in the Kysel Gorge, this 
route spans 77 meters and is designed for children aged 6 and 
above, accompanied by an adult.

WITH CHILDREN
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HIKING NEARBY 
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WALKS IN NATURE
If you're a nature lover looking for easier hikes around Spišská Nová Ves, consider scenic trails that offer a more 
manageable terrain. These routes promise enjoyable walks without the need for strenuous ascents or extensive time 
commitment. 

Families with children are 
encouraged to explore the 

 in 
the Novoveská Huta district. 
Spanning approximately 2,200 
meters, this trail includes 
5 themed stops, a wooden 
gazebo, informative panels, 
and natural educational 
features like a tree traffic light. 
Beginning 

as a blue trail and later transitioning to green, 
the hike starts at Medvedá dolka, across from 
Sádrovka in Novoveská Huta. The entire loop 
takes about 2 hours to complete.

For those who enjoy 
uncovering history 
amidst natural 
surroundings, a visit 
to Sans Souci is 

highly recommended. 
The ancient chapel, 

known locally as the the 
thousand-year-old chapel, 

stands in the forest above the 
village of Iliašovce. In the 18th century, 

Count Czáky constructed a summer palace with expansive grounds 
here—a place renowned for its entertainment and luxury. However, the 
count's extravagant lifestyle led to financial ruin, and marital issues 
prompted him to sell off the lavish furnishings and eventually demolish 
the buildings. Following years of neglect, the Civic Association Sans 
Souci - Letohrádok Iliašovce initiated the renovation of the chapel. 
Today, it stands as an ideal spot for leisure with family and friends, 
perfect for roasting delicacies or simply enjoying the shade of the trees. 
Additionally, visitors can discover a land-art installation called Fig pit on 

the premises.
Reach the charming chapel from multiple 
routes! For a scenic adventure, follow the red 
trail from Spišská Nová Ves—about a 3-hour 
round trip. Alternatively, take the blue trail 
from Harichovce and enjoy a delightful snack 
at Maringotka Kaffe along the way. For the fastest route, start from 
Iliašovce and follow the blue trail straight to Sans Souci.

As our third recommendation for a scenic walk, 
begin your adventure in the  
suburban recreation area. The yellow trail 
ascends gently on an asphalt road to Bear's 

 From there, 
a forest path leads to the point, 
where you'll be rewarded with beautiful views of the Lesnice valley 
and the High Tatras. The round trip takes less than 3 hours.

THERE
Enjoy the thrill of finding lights in nature.

This activity combines movement with 
elements of orienteering, and takes place 

in a new location each month.
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